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A SHORT 


| DISCOURSE 


CONCERNING 


MIRACLES 


Ina LETTER to a FRIEND. 
SIR, 


thoughts upon that Subject, which deſerves, 


ligion in part, is grounded upon the Divine Authorit y 
of Miracles. The differences of 


thus Stated ; A Miracle, he ſays, is a Extraordinary 
Operation of GOD, 
Laws of Natare, appealing to the Senſes. 


This Definition may be ſo explain d, as to be true in one 


ſenſe or other; but ir ſeems to anticipate too much, and 


take that as it were for granted, which is likely to be 
the chief Matter of Diſpuie. When two Parties diſ- 
agree about the Notion of that which is to be the Sub. 
eck of their ow, they may W rangle long, and 


Az come 


Late Ingenious Dialogue concerning A | 
| hath given Occaſion to ſeveral to turn their 


indeed, a Serious Meditation ; ſeeing our Re- 
Opin ons upon this 


Subject, ariſe chiefly from the Notion and Definition of : 
a Miracle in general, which by that Learned Author, is 
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(4) 

come to no Iſſue. Therefore in ſuch a Cale, it ſeems to 
be the faireſt way, to 7 at firſt, ſuch a gereral Deſcripti. 
on of the Subject to be examined, as both Parties may a. 
gree in; and when they come to differ about particulars, 
then to argue and give reaſons xeſpectively for their 
difference, whether it be by reſtraining what they think 
too lax and general, or by ſupplying what they think 

JJ HS LOT EOS 
At our Entrance upon this Diſcourſe, we may take 
ſuch a general Deſcription of a Miracle as this, tis 
the- Work of a Superiour Power, and unaccountable 
to us from Natural Caufes, In this rough Draught of 
Miracle, Þ think all Parties would pretty well agree: 
Jo ſome poſſibly, it may ſeem too lax and indetermi. 
nate; others may think it in ſome reſpect defective: 
However, upon a diſtinct Explination of it, it will bet. 
ter appear where the fault lies, and what may be added 
or detracted from it to make it more juſt, ' 
I have not made mention of a Diuine Power or Ope 
tion in the Deſcription of a Miracle in general, becauſe 
l do not think that immediately necefiary in every Mi- 
racle. That, indeed, is the main Queſtion to be Ex- 
amin'd in this Controverſie: But if they mean by a Di- 
vine Power, an Omnipotent Power, as they ſeem to do, 
and that nothing leſs can work a Miracle; they will meet 
with many Inſtances and Matters of Fact that are re- 
corded and received as real Miracles, which do not re- 
quire (ſo far as we can judge) Omnipotency to effect 
them. And what does not require Omnipotency or an 
Infinite Power to effect it, may be effected by ſome Finite 
power, or ſome Created Being: Seeing God can Create all 
poſſible Orders of Finite Powers, or Finite Beings. Nei- 
theris it thought reaſonable, or decent, to call in Omni- 
potency upon an unneceſſary Occaſion: According 2 
9 — the 


(5) 
de uſual Rules, Deas non *redandat in ſuperfiuis, nec de- 
ſit is woceſſariis, & Fruſtra. fit per majora, quod fiers poteſt 
s mizors. There are ſome Miracles indeed, that re- 
quire Omnipotency ; whereof, we ſhall have occaſion 
to ſpeak hereafter: But, I believe, of thoſe that have 
deen wrought upon the Stage of this World, many do 
not, but were executed by Angels, Good or Bad, or 
by other Created Powers. : 
It may be, you will fay, *Tis true, many Miracles 
have been Tranſacted by the Miniſtry of Angels; but 
the Power was from God. All Power indeed, Natural 
or Supernatural, is originally from God: But I ſpeak of 
their Natural inherent Power, and judge that ſufficient 
o produce ſuch extraordinary Effects, upon Gods Com- 
mand or Permiſſion. God may appoint, who, or what 
he pleaſes, as a Miniſterial, Subſervient, and Inſtrumen · 
tal Cauſe to put thoſe miraculous Facts in execution: 
But the Queſtion is only concerning the proximate Ef- 
ficient Power, Whether that is always immediately from 
God, either by uſing his own Power only, or by ad- 
ding a Tranſient Supernatural Power to thoſe Agents or 
| Inftruments2 This we think is not neceſſary in all Mi- 
tacles, but that. the Divine Commiſſion or Permiſſion, 
ij ſufficient in many Caſes, withour any further Divine 
ilitance or ſuperaddition to the Natural Power of the 
immediate Agents. V 
Thoſe that are of a contrary Opinion, think a Divine 
Omnipotent Power neceſſary to work a Miracle, becauſe 
the Laws of Nature are broken or ſuperſeded in every. 
Miracle: And no leſs Power, ſay they, can break thoſe 
Laws, than what did at firſt make and eſtabliſh them * 
and that was Omnipotency. In what ſenſe this is true, 
ve ſhall conſider hereafter, when we come to diſtinguiſh 
Miracles, and -diſtipguiſh the Laws of Nature: In the 
mean 
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mean time, to purſue our Argument, let us conſider 


what miraculous Fatts there are Recorded mn Scripture 
which may. be warrantably aſcrib d to the Activity ci 
Good or Evil Angels. „Vn 
To begin with the Bad, and ſo proceed and 
| fortiori, for the Power of good Angels. 


argue, , 


Tranſportaions thro? the Air, are accounted Miracy. 
lous, as that of Ezekie/, Cap. 8. 3. and 11. 24 to and trom 
Babylon: Of Philip to Arotus, Act. 8. 39. 40. As theſe 
Tranſportations are ſaid to have been from the Spirit of 
God, ſo the Evangeliſt tels us, the Devil Tranſported our 
© Saviour from the Wilderneſs, and ſet him upon a Pinacieof 
4 the Temple, and from thence carried him to the top of an 
| exceeding high Mountain: If theſe were all local Tranſla- 
ö tions thro the Air, they muſt all, if any, be accounted Mi. 
_  racles. The Repreſentations made in Scripture. of the 
Feerof the Devil intheſeRegions, give us reaſon to believe 
that it is very great. He is call'd the Prince of the Air, 
and the Prince of t Sublunary World, This muſt 
needs import a great Wer over the Elements, and, 
by Divine Permiſſion, over the Bodies of Men. He 
ſſmote Job with horrible fois and Sores; and: poſſeſſes 
the Bodies of thode we call Demomi acis; commands all 
their Organs, and gi ves them ſuch Motions as eannot be 
perform id by the natural force of the Perſons that ſuffer 
them. Then the Children of the Devil (as St. Paul 
Nam'd Ehm the Sorcerer ) - Magicians, Sorcerer, 
| Wizards, and ſuch as deal with Evil Spirits: The won- 
ders which they do, cannot Reaſonably be imputedtoa 
Divine Aſſyſtance; nor can we think of them other: 
' = wiſe, thanof things that exceed all Humane Power, and 
: are unaccountable to us from natural Cauſes. I am not for- 
v ard to believe every Story that is told of theſe Wonder- 
workers; but ſeeing they are plainly and frequently tak 


(7) = 
en Notice of in the Sacred Hiſtory, and their matters of 
fact, both in Egyp! and Baby/on, and even in Judea, re - 
corded and made known to us, beſides, conſidering 
there were Laws made againſt them by Moſes, and com- 
plaints often by the Prophets, I cannot look upon theſe 
things as Chimerical. It wou'd be a. hard cenſure and 

injudicious, to make or ſuppoſe all ſuch Reproofs , 
Threatnings, Laws and Conſtitutions, Directed againſt 
fictitious or Imaginary Perſons and Practiſes; and ſtill 
more Incongruous, to ſuppoſe that theſe Apoſtates from 
God, and Confederates with the Devil, ſhould be en- 
abled by a Special Divne &ſliſtance, todo ſuch ſtrange and 
extraordinary Works: This would be in a manner to 
Authorize and ProteQ them, Whenthe Jews told our 
Saviour, that he caſt out Devils, by the Prince of Devils; 
our Saviour anſwer'd, Lak. 11. 18. If Satan be divi- 
ded againſt himſelf, how ſhall his kingdom ftand? So in refe- 
rence to the Kingdom of God, ſuch a ſuppoſition would 
make God to bedivided againſt himſelf; toput Weapons. 
into the Hands of his Enemies, and to lend them his 

Forces to fight againſt himſelf. ** 
llt further evidence be requir d of this power of Satan 
to work Miracles, (either immediately by himſelf, or 
dy thoſe Miſcreants his Inſtruments) we may further con- 
fult the Hiſtory l of the New Teſfament. The Jous 
de ſure were of this opinion, in the foremention'd place, 
vhen they imputed our Saviour*s Miracles to the power 
of Beel/zebab., Neither doth our Saviour in his anſwer 
deny tuch a power in Beelzebab; but he gives them a: 
good reaſon! why the Miracles he wrought could: not. 
oceed from any Diabolical power. Our Saviour alſo, 
told the Jews of Falſe Prophets, and Pſeudo-Meſſichs that. 

vould come and ſnew great Sigrs and Wonders. St. 
Paul in like manner to. the Theſſalonians ;, and St. John 
Ion 
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in his Apocalypſe, ſpeak of the wonders and Mira, 
 whichAntichriſt will work. And St. Paul ſaies expreſly 
whoſe coming is according to the working or energy of S.. 
tan, with all power , and ſigns, and lying wonders, This 
Energy of Satan cannot be interpre ted a Divine Ener 
or derivd immediately and Supernaturally from God: 
But muſt be the natural power ot that Evil Spirit, excited 
by his Envy tua Chriſt, and his Malice to Mankind. Ac. 
còrdingly the Chriſtian Fathers, when they have occaſ. 
on to ſpeak of theſe! Miracles of Falſe Chrifts or Aj. 
_ chriſts, make them the pure Works of the Devil and of 
his Inſtruments: by Divine germiſſion indeed, but not 
dy Divine Cuncurrence and Efficiency. And it would 
: (eem'irreverent, to ſay no more, to intereſt God the Fa. 
ther againſt his Son, by giving an extraordinary aſſiſt 
ance to thoſe works of the Heſh and the Devil, which 
hhje ſent his Son on purpoſe to deſtro r. 
: Theſe evidences we have in Sacred Hiſtory 


concerni 
the Power of- Evil Spirits, in reterence to this Subject of 
Miracles Other Arguments may be taken from Gentil 
Hiſtory, in their Oracles, and ſeveral ways of Divinati- 
on. Tully in his Book De Divinatiane, liath argued the 
caſe on both ſides: And in the beginning makes bold to 
-ſay, nullam guiilem Gentem vided, tg; tam hm g 
_ doftam , neq; tum iumnem, tamq; Barbar que mn 
 Significars furura, & 4 are <p entelligi-pradicique poſſe 
 cexſear. Tam not fond or haſty in receiving all that is re- 
ported concerning Oracles ar Divinatious, there ma 

have been many Tricks and Cheats in them, yet l 

it would be an nn reject them all 
in a Lump, without any Reſerve or Diſcrimination: I 
certain, intnoſe days of Gentiliſm and Idolatfy, the Devil 
had a great Power upon Earth, before the ciming of our 
' Saviour. And even now amongſt the Barbaruus * 
* e artlen 
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Northern or Amerizan, we ſte too may remains of it. 


However if there was any reultiy in what is reported by 


Ancient Authors concerning the Gentile Oracles, their - 


conſecrated Statues, their wonderful Cures, and their 


nivinations ; ſeeing theſe were all a ſupport of Idolatry 


and Polytheiſm, to aſeribe them to Cod, to his ſpecial 
AR and particular Aſſiſtance, ſeems to me an Indignity © 


Good Angels 3 Tl 

One may fafely conclude, that the Power of Good An- 
gels is not leſs than the Power of the Evil Angels: If 
therefore we have prov'd that Evil Angels may work Mi- 
racles, we muſt allow an equal or ſuperiour Power to 


offer'd to the Divine Majeſty. Let us now conſider the 


Humane. I his being admitted, and thiat- theſe Good 
Angels act by a Divine Commiſſion, The queſtion is on- 


y, Vhether in ſeveral caſes, their Natural Power (with 


out any Supernatural Coneourſe) be not ſufficient to ex- 


ecute that Commiſſion, and to produce an effect really 
Miraculous 2 This we think is fairly poſſible: As when a 
Prince ſends Orders to his Army, to aſſault ſuch a Town, 


| or give Battle to the Enemy, ti che Soldiers, by their 


Arms and Swords, and Perfonal Force, that execute this 


Order: The Prince 


gives no perſonal Aſſiſtance, but 


Authority only. The Angels are the Hoſf's of Heaven, 
and they Execute the Commands of their Lord and So- 


veraign, ſo far as is within the compas of their Power: 


. 


Fats are ſo. As ſuppoſe in ſome of Eliſba's Miracles, 
when he made Iron Swim on the Surface of the Water, 


or Cur'd the Poiſon'd Portage that was ſor the Sons of 
| the Prophets, and at another time an unwholſome 


Spring: Theſe and ſuch like Facts ean never be prov'dto 


— B exceed 


4 


nn WE elf * _ 


the Good: And this their power may be call'd a Divine 
Power, as oppos'd to Diabolical 3 and as diſtinguiſn d from 


And we bave Reaſon to Believe that 20 Miraculous 
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(/ 18 y 
exceed Angelical Power; yet were. real Miracles, and 6 
ever accounted. What ſhall we ſay of Divine Die, 
whereof we have frequent mention in Scripture ; ISH 
not in the Power af an Angel ſo to modify the Brain, our 
Imagination and Idea s, as to repreſent to us ſuch or 
tuch Sounds, Ferſons, or other Objects? Thele admoni. 
tions in Dreams are ſometimes ſaid expreſly to have 
teen made by Angels, as to Joſeph ſeveral times, At. 
1. 13, 19. and to Jacob when he left Laban, Gen. 31.11, 
We read in Sacred Hiſtory many Miraculous Facts done 
by Angels, both in a way of Saving and Lieſtroping. 
When the Priſon Doors were open'd, and the Apoſtles 
ſet at liberty, tis ſaid expreſly to have been done by the 
Angel of ths Lord, Act. 5. 19. And when St. Peter was 
by Herod, commited to Prifon, he was deliver'd by an 
Angel; a Light ſhining in the Priſon, his Chains 
fell off, and the great Iron Gate of the City, as he went 
along with the Angel, open'd to them of its own accord, 
Act. 12. And the ſame Herod was ſtruck to Death foon 
after by an Angel, and eaten up by Worms. So the 
two Angels ſtruck the Sodomites with Blindneis, Gen. 19. 
The deſtroying Angels flew all the Firſt- born of Egypt in 
2 Night: And in a Night an Angel flew One Hundred 
Fouricore and Five Thouſand A4fſjriars in the Camp of 
Sennacherib, Theſe and ſuch like Miraculous Facts we 
find to have: been periorm'd by Angels: Such Facts as are 
above Humane Power, and above the Ordinary Powers 
r ² PIT OT 
* Thus much hath been ſaid, to ſhow that Omnipotency, 
crx an immediate Divine Power is not requir'd to werk 
every Miracle: And that Angels, Good or Bad, may be 


the proximate Efficient Cauſes of à Miracle: Theſe by 


Vivine Commiſſion, the other by Divine Permiſſion. 
We now come to conſider the Arguments ea 
* , * „ 


inſt our. Opinion; or to prove, That no Miracle can 


be wrought, but by the immediate Operation of God- 


* 


or by a Supernatural Aſſiſtance to thoſe Agents that vi- 
bl produce them. The grand reaſon they give for 


their Opinion, is this: In every Miracle, the Laws of Na- 


ture are broken; but no leſs Power, ſay they, can 


break the Laws of Nature, than what at firſt eſtabliſh. 
ed them, which, was the Qmnipotent Power of God, 


the Author of Nature. This looks plauſibly ; but we 
muſt conſider, what is to be underſtood by the Laws of 
Nature, what their differences are, and how far indiſpen- 


fable. We muſt alſo diſtingudh Miracles, and conſider 


their differences, whether Gradual or Specifical, if I 
may. ſo name them: And that which has caſt obſcurity 
upon this Subject of Miracles, is, in my Opinion, the 


| want of theſe Diſtindions, and their due Applica, | 


tion. 


* 
LI 


8 As 


Eſſential Properties, and ſuch as are concerning their Ac. 


cdental Modes. Thoſe that concern the Eſſential Pro- 


3 


perties of Bodies, cannot be chang 


But the other that concern the Aecidental Properties or 


Modes of Bodies, may he overcome by leſs Cauſes, pro- 
vided they be ſufficient to overpower the firſt Tendancy, 
or Reluctancy of Nature. For inſtance, Every Body 


endeavours. to continue in the State it is in; and being 
in Motion, tends farwards into a right Line. Heavy 


Bodies naturally deſcend, and Light ones aſcend. Theſe 


ue all general Laws of Nature, but they may be check d 
and controll'd by a leſs Power than Omnipotency. 
Every Stone we throw into the Air, puts a force upon 
Nature, and breaks through the ordinary Law of Gravity: 
ä at 


And 


the Laws of Nature in reſpect of Bodies, there 
are two general kinds of them , ſuch as reſpect their 


Bodies, d or revers d by any 
other than an Omnipotent Power, ſuch as made them. 
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mots primo- 


Power over the her and the Elements, they 


wat 


ilteren; Meat ri | "the Eſfential 
properties of of ene 5 a — be at once in 
ſeveral Places; or to penetrate another Body; or to 
Exiſt without Extention ; er Modes to Exiſt without 2 
Subject: Theſe are ſuch changes, as neither-Bodies can 
effect amongſt themſelyes, nor Man, nor Angel, nor any 
Created Power :Tf yet they come inte the Number of pol. 
ſibilities. Such changes would Intrench upon, and Reverſe 
the Primary and Fundamental Laws of Nature; but 
the Secundary Lams that relate to the Modes and Acci- 
dents of 804i wn 0 are not ſo inflenible: They are the 
„I may ſo ſay, the Offers, Propen- 
Bons, of N 2 but may be eaſily inter- 
tupted and overborn. There is room enough leſt for 
. the exerciſe of Power, not 2 ream only, but alſo 
Subaltern, notwithſtanding theſe Laus of — — 
| Suppoſe an Angel (which is but a reafonabie Sup 
tion) can change the Figures of the Parts big. Parti: es 
of Matter, can change their Size, their- Motion, their 
8885 and that in ſeveral ways, and ſeveral de. 
1 Power muſt ee a the bare — 


| ay Fumounvf upon ther own ; Boles if ers have any ; 
to make them vilible, or inviſible; ar pleaſure;/ To con- 
denſe them into the Shape of an Humane Body, or to 
- rarify them int6 Light and the form ot a Star. By alike 
may 
raiſe or repreſs the force of Fre, Air, Water 5 and alſo 


change 
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change their _ Qualities and Conſtitution in ſeveral 
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F Theſs general Remarks, T think are ſufficiertto ſhow, 
That the Laws of Nature, that relate to the accidental 
Modes of Matter, may be alter'd by a leſs Power than 
Omnipotency, and yet thoſe Alterations be Miraculous to 
us; which will ſurther appear, when we have in the 
next place diſtinguiſh'd Miracles according to their Or- 
der. cha LD | 
The uſual diſtinction of Miracles is into Trae and 

Falſe, which 1 think- is no proper Diviſion: For every | 
Miracle, is a Miracle; anda'falfe Miracle, is no Miracle; 
whereas, in a regular Diviſion, both the Species, or both 
the Parts ſhould be contain d under the Genus. If we 
ſhould divide Motion, into True and Falſe Motion, we 2 
ſhould think it incongruous, but we might diſtinguiſh 

it into real and apparent Motion; for there ſeems of: 
ten to our Senſes, to be in6tion in a Body, when really 
there is none. As when the Shore ſeems to move to 
thoſe that Sail by it 5 and the Sun to us upon the Earth. 
and tlie like happens in ſeveral other Caſes.” | ſhould 
therefore, father chuſe to diſtinguiſh Miracles into Real 
and Appatent ) That diftinction relating more to us and 

our Senſes, than to the Nature of the thing; as the o- 
ther diſtinRion of True and Falſe ſeems to do. But if 
Uſe and Cuſtom have Authoriz d either, or both of thoſe: 
liftinctions ; 'tis enough when. we uſe them, to ſignify 
n What Senſe we would have tem underſtood: © 
Theſe are not the Diſtinctions we intend to inſiſt up- 
on; Miracles, we think may be diſtinguiſtict into A. 
lute and Relativ. An abſolute Miracle, is that which 

 bſo Univerlally, to all Orders of Created beings, high 
or low, withour Buceptiom 3 us being: me inbdste⸗ 

At or Effe& of Omnipotency, of an Infinite Power, 


and 
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and ſuch as cannot be wrought by any other, A Rel. 
tive Miracle, is a Work above the Power of thoſe Crea. 
tures to whom it is Exhibited 3 and above the. ordinary 
Courſe of Nature w ith them; yet not above the Power 
of all Created Beings. A Work that exceeds all Hu. 
mane Power, is ſo far a Miracle to us, but may nut be ſo to 
Angels. And what exceeds the Power of a lower order of 
Angels, is a Miracle to them; yet may no tbe fo to a dupe 
rior Order, much leſs to the Supreme. I do not con. 
ceive the Notion of a Miracle to conſiſt in Indiviſbili, 
Hor that the ſame degree of Power, or an equal, i re. 
 Quir'd to every Miracle. Where Omnipotency is re. 
quir d, as in Creation, Annihilation, Reſurrection from 
the Dead, and others of that force; theſe have no 
Degrees, they are abſolutely and univerſally Miracu. 
lqus without any Reſtriction. But what may be pro- 

duc d by a leſs Power than jufinite, may, yet be a real 
Miracle Relatively; namely, with reſpect to thoſe Crea. 
ted Beings, whole Power does not extend to the Pro- 
duction of ſuch an Effect, nor their Knowledge to 
comprehend and explain its Origine from Natural Cau- 
ſes. 7 'Tis true, there are ſeveral | Effects | in Nature, 
Quſes, and yet we do not think them Miracles, if they 

be conſtant or cuſtomary, and have not any particular 
occaſion or ſigniſication. Such collateral reaſons may 
induce us to believe, That they come to paſs, according 
to the ordinary courſe of Providence, though in ways 
_ unknown to us. We do not here deſign to ezamine 
any fingle Effect or Phenomenon, to determine, whether 
That, in particular, be or be not, Miraculous: But we 
ſay, whatſoever is really ſuch, proceeds from a Super- 
| natural Power; and yet, not anna ny = 
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ſom an Ommnipotent or Infinite Power, immediately in 
the enscution of it. 2 5 n Lie 1 Fes 

However, we are willing, either to give or to take the 

' beſt Dirrctions we can, how to judge of Miracles in 
general, or particular; or how to diſtinguiſh Real Mi- 
racles from Apparent only, This is a difficulty common 
to Very Hypotheſis 1, and N one is bound, whatſo- 
erer his Notion of a Miracle be, to find out the beſt 
Expedients, and to take ſuch Meaſures and Cautions, as 
may beſt ſecure us againſt impoſtures. If you take Om- 
nipotency to be the neceiſary Character of a Miracle, or 
the only Power that can produce it, Then the Queſtion 
will be, Nhat Effects require an Omnipotent Cauſe ? 
Which in ſome particular Caſes, may be hard to reſolve. 
If you make every thing that is above Humane Power, 
and the ordinary courſe of Nature, to be a Miracle; 1 
Then you muſt conſider, mat Facts Or Phenomena exceed 5 | 17 
all Humane and Natural Powers. This will bring ina 
multitude of Queres about Blazing Stars, and Fart... {li 
quakes; Irregular. Seaſons, and Irregular Tides, Extraor- i 
dinary Meteors ; and what we call Prodigies and Omens I 
of all. ſorts; which may be rather Enquiries of Curioſi - 
ty, and Philoſophical Diſquiſition, than Theological: 
Wherein the Vulgax and the Learned may bg of dif. 
ferent Opinions The principal thing wherein we are ay 
concern d, is to know, what unqueſtionable Miracles are ll: 
wrought by-Divine Commiſſion , what by Permiſſion. 1 
only,” tor reaſons beſt known to Providence. Every 
Miracle intleed, may be ſaid to be wrought- by Divine 
Pleaſure, either poſitive or permiſſive: But the cu; 
tion of it; may be perform d by an higher or lower Power, 

| Sit pleaſes GO D. And if the inherent Natural Po W 
er of the Agent be ſufficient'(as it is in many Caſes ) . 
to produce” the Effet; there needs no more, but the 
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Word of Command, or Conceſſion. If it be in ſufficient 
then tis a bare Inſtrument or Organ that is Added, and 


Operates by a Superiour Power, which, in reality, i 
the cauſe of that Effect. However, both, as to the Ay. 
thority and Reality of Miracles, we ought to conſider 
not only the bare Matter of Fact, but the manner 
wherein it is done, and all circumſtances that attend it 
whether Mora! of Phyſical. Thoſe Miracles that are 
wrought to give Teſtimony to ſome Doctrine; to ſome 
Object or form of Divine Worſhip, are of all moſt con. 
ſiderable; and herein the Miracles of our Saviour 
and of | Msſes, are moſt conſpicuous ; where both the 
ſingularity of the Facts, the Number of them, the man. 
ner of Performance, the Circumſtances, Conſequent 
and Antecedent; or any other Charact ers you can deſire 
.of real Miracles,: meeting- together, maniteſtly ſhow 
their Divine Original and Authority, 
- In judging of Miracles and their Divine Authority, | 
take it to be a conſideration of great moment, that we 
_ obſerve their Tendeney and Purport: What Meſſage they 
bring, what Doctrine they introduce, or confirm, or- 
propagate. Tis uſually propos d as a Queſtion of Impor. 
tance upon this Subject, ¶ het her we are to judge of Mi 
racles by the Doctrine, or of the Doctrine by the Miracles 
Tanſwer, we are to judge of them in Conjunction, and 
Reciprocally, as they give light and evidence to one 2. 
- nother, being compard together. Miracles and De. 
f#rine are not to be ſeparated, nor either of them excluded 
from the Trial. Many true Prophets wrought no Mi. 
racles, and yet their Doctrine was true: And many falſe 
Prophets may work Miracles, and yet their Doctrine not 
be true. If a Miracle be wrought to introduce or con- 
firm 1dolatry, Impiety or Immorality , and in proporti- 
on any other Doctrine contrary to the Nivine ay 
x | 32 N | tri 
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eibutes and Perſe ions, we tiave Rexſon to believe that 
{ach a Miracle is not of Divine Auzhority, nur wrought | 
by a Divine Power. And we have the Warrant and Di- 
ions of Moſes not to hearken to ſuch Miracle workers, 
nor follow their Doctrine. there ariſe. among you 4 Pro- 
er, or Drtamer of Dreamcs,' 4nd gi ver hit hes a ſign or a 
wonder : And the ſjzu or the wonder come to paſs, whereof he 
ſpake unto thee, ſaying, Let us go after other Gods ( which 
thou haſt not known, and let us ſerve them: Thou ſhalt not 
bedrken unto the words of that Braphet;;,0r:that Dreamer of 
Dreams: For abe Lg n God, prouęth you, to know - 
whether you love the Lord your God, with all your Here, apd 
2ith al your Soul, Deut. 13; 1, 2, 3. 
This Precept ſhows us that a Miracle may he wrought = 
by a Power that is not Divine. nor by a Divine Man- 
date: And that we iooght 10. conſider. the. ve of 
Doarine as well as the Minatle, han ſwe 
Authority. Moſes inſlances in Idalatry 
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be workers of iniquity, tho'Workets. oh Miades.. 1, 
his n cafe, our Saviour: refers; the vs (when they 
ſuſpected him to have to do with Evi Sparks. * 4 
Nature of his Doctrine, as an argument that his Pgwer 
of working Miracles was. not from Satan. And his dil. 
courſe about Falſe Prophets. generally .Terminares ; in | 
that Rule, By their Fruits you ſhall know them: The Tree ; 

known by its Fruit, Sound or Corrupt. And what Fruit, 
are Sound or Corrupt, we cannot better know than by 
comparing them with the Fruits of the Divine Spirit, 
Which are in aff . Righteouſneſs and Truth, 
Ephef. 89. 

Theſe moral things. therefore N beſides the naked rad 
muſt be attended to, in our judging oſ Miracles, Propheſie s, 
Revelations, or whatſoever petends to Divine Authority, 
4 de — — — A} Re: 

ligion ( Natural or Inſtituted) muſt have ſome Ba 
to tan. upon. j and that Baſis is the e viſence of God, and 
the Natare of God, here hy the Nature of God, — not 
mean of j Poser und Knowledge. That is too narrow a Baſis | 
to found true Religion upon; Thoſe Attributes may breed 


Fear but not Lobe: Nor can they Aera us that 


we are-notitapos'd upon dy Nuinaclet or. Revelations. We 
chat there is ſome Powerful 


may from Miracles coi 
4 intelligent Being Superior tou lan, but how he will treat 


us; 'whether hie may not have a:defign to delude con 
bu Pleaſure, we cannot be alſurd from thoſe 
_ only,” We muſt alſo include in the Nature of God whe 
de call his Morel ur more Sacred Attributes; That he is 
a * and Good Being; Trae, Feirhfal, Holy and veraci- 
ous: And comparing with theſe the Dofrine reveai'd 
ant: atteſted by Miracles, we'may the more! AY 
8 eee A 


. 


= 

. to my thoughts, we are to, conſider, both 
e eee Doan e 

1s well as Efficient ; not only by what means, but a 
1 what ends, they are brought to paſs. How they are 
Witneſſes of the Divine Goodneſs, Juſtice and Holineſs, 
a5 well as of his Power and Wiſdome. The more per- 
ſections of God appear in his works, Natural or Super- 
natural, the more perfe& Image they make of the Di- 
vinity : And give us a fuller Evidence and Demonſtrati- 
on of the Exiſtence and Nature of God, and a furttier 
Subject of Praiſe and Adoration. 

Having made theſe ſhort remarks and enquiries. con- 
ceraing Miracles, we may now return and reflect upon 
that notion of a. Aſiracle which we propos d at the en- 
trance of this Diſcourſe. To ſee what Amendments We 
can make to our Firſt thoughts. One thing 1 muſt take 
Notice of, which ſome may look upon as an DE; 


Namely ,. that in deſcrihiſig a Miratil, I have not ex 
at it i be fomethi; 


d one property of it 
2 to dur Senſes; 5 that lo bur outws ile s, 
[ have not, neither was it done thrbu ebener 
but becauſe 1 thought there were Miracles 


within us as well as without us, as Injpi 
Dreams and Viſions, ot - elſe nf pueruears 


plyd immediately to our or img 75 
Bur whatſoever Müsele IG 1 80 am La 2 


Object, muſt be externally ſenſible; eee how hat 
the Spectators or Auditors perceive it? If they can ob- 
ſerve no change in the Object, the pretended: Miracle i is 
loft to them, and all the 1 5 N er! 

We gave but two properties to a Muratle in 'genersl 
That it muſt be the Fat e of a Power Superiour to Man, 
and Superiour to Nature; ſo far, as we underſtand Natu- 


ral Ty has falls ſhore of of theſe two Qualifications, 


«fannort_ 


ration, Daun — | 
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- are 1aimitable' to us; and in that reſpect. above Hu- 
_ mane Power: Many of them alſo, are by us, inexpli- 
f 8 all l thei 151 "Ip * mannet of their 8 


the Reſolution of t 
my Qt a. Firſt, to 


5 
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4 } 
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nat . SN his” n FORT |; axis 
mt en in their full Extent'; ; with they re 155 
ö 5 and "take 15 all emcee Werz 


twaxe; GOD. and Man. Fa. theſe ke eden 
Powers are not to be excluded. as ihcdpi ble of working 


Miracles, we have brought fair Evidence both to ſhow | 
 it-paſible, from the Conſideration of the Power of An- 


Is, Over the Secondary Laws of Nature ; .and Aﬀtudh 
done, and to be done, according to Sri ture Hiſtory 
and Propheſy. We did not think it ſufficient, to de. 


5 line a Miracle; A Mort above Humane Abilities : For tho 


be. certainl) true, yet it does net ſet m ro be juſt 
hs pes ito ; for moſt of the Works of Nature 


Kpowlethe. 
feds in the Rank 
jon FrevWiran "we" judge 


N Cates, tho above our 


's 1 png operties of £ Mit 
ins only. Few the” other part 
frences nd Distinction of 
yeral ice Queſtions will 


| hang upon 'this Subje of | Miracles, hawſoever Stated. 
Bat ſeeing they are commer, more of leſs, to every Hy- 


muſt contribi 


Fah 
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are perform' by Angelical Powers ; and which of them 
Va Sapreme, And of thoſe that falt under Angelica 
Powers, which belong to Good Angels Which 0 * 
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pothelis , eyery on 


ute what ne can, to 


Parent or Delu 
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auch Qheftions, 1 fay,- are incitlent in [ſonic menſtire to 
eher? Hypothelis; concerning Miracles: And fo far is 

are vt uſe, we muſt try in what Method they may 
veſt be anſwerd; and how far ſome will remain dubi- 
ous, by reaſon of the ſhortneſs of our Knowledge and 
Underſtanding. „ 
here ſeem to be. two: forts of Fallactous and Delu- 
Miracles: one that impoſes upon our Senſes, and 
the other upon our Judgment. In both, the thing is not 
really what to us it appears to be; and therefore, we 
muſt be the moi e cautious in conſidering both the Facts 
and the Circumſtances of them. And that both 
pipſrail) and Morally. This is a. general: Direction, 
waich muſt be apply d in the Examination of particular 
Cafes. It will not be eaſie to aſſign a ſingle Rule or 
Criterion, that will equally ferve upon all Occaſions, 
ſeeing we do not know the Bonnds and full Extent of 
Humane Art, and of Natural Cauſes ſo well, as to 
lay, Thun fur you may go, and no farmer: () Vet tho wei do 
not know the juſt point of their hight, we are ſure there 
are fome Effects ſo great and remote, that cannot 
reach them. As in other like Cafes, if you ask con- 
ceruing the Works of Nature, how far the Mechanical 
Powers of Merter and. Motion can go; If we cannot ſet 
a Term that will preciſely: meaſure and determine their 
extent, We may be certain however that they cannot 
reach to Cozitetion, or the Fomration of the Bodzes of 
Animals; Triebe and many more, u e know are Effects 
that muſt proceed from Higher Powers: In like manner, 
we cannot in every Occurence diſtingui what we call 
Chance or caſualty (that is, an unknown concourſe of 
Natural cauſes) from a particular Providence. What 
Clamities, - National or Perſonal, are Divine Judg. 
ments? What Prockgies are or are not lignificative: How. 


.to. diſtinguiſh: Modern Propheſies that pretend ta j, 
a rations from: truly inſpir di: In theſe and duch ll. 
things, the Indications are ſometimes i more clear. 
| ſometimes are more obſcure. We muſt oblerve What 
Signatures they have, v hat Teſtimony they bear in 
themſelves, or receive from without; and accordingly 
form a Judgment concerning them. I he Summ is, we 
are not Omniſcient, nor in any proximity. to it, we 
are Fallible Creatures, both as to our outward Senſes 
and our Judgment; Obnoxious to Error and miſtake, 
in both ways. We muſt therefore watch, and 
ſtand upon our Guard ; be circumſpeſt and cautious, 
eſpecially in. Matters relating to Religion. Our Savi. 
our bids us more than once, Tale heed that no Man deceivę 
joa, in reference to falſe Prophets and lying Miracles, 
Examine before you aſſent, and take the beſt light you 
can, both from Reaſon and Revelation, to ſerve you 
from Impoſtures and Deluſions. 
The Second Queſtion is, how we may diſtinguiſfi 
betwixt Miracles that are wrought immediately by an 
Omnipotent Power, and thoſe that are wrought by. 
 Angelical Power. So far as this, relates to good An- 
gels; I: look upon it as an unneceſſary Queſtion ; For 
whetherſoever the immediate Cauſe be, ſeeing they 
are both wrought by Divine Authority, they are Sa- 
cred to us and irrefragable As to the Miracles of our 
Saviour, ſeeing his Power was unlimited, we cannot 
determine what degrees of. it he was plas d to uſe in all 
* —_ ES 
hut to de a little more particular in the Explication 
of thoſe general Heads we mention'd above for the 
trial of Miracles, the Facts and the Circumſtances of 
them; I need not promiſe, That the ſame Fact may, 
or may not be a- Miracle, according to its Circumſtan- 
1 N ces 
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vithout a Miracle; but to he curd by a Touch, 
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glu en ſte 
ſuch, 4 we. are Eye Witnelies our Ever © 
take them upon taſte an <p he report of others. Tho he 
h. he honeſt and judicious Perſons, 
Thoſe. that are cre 


pus, fu zerſlicious, or defigning 
are not proper and competent 


itnefles in ſuch Caſes 
Beſides, we muſt qblerve, whether they wers done pub. 
lickly before a mulurudhs, 155 mode Acne of 
different Perfwafions and in Friends and Ege. 
mies: According AG Ircur faces, tlie Teftima, 

nies have more or leſs Weight, and there is more or lef; 
room for Deluſion. It will all o be proper to conlider 
whether ſuch ,works appear'd „ Where and when, Mi. 
racles were neceſſary, or mi 9 expected ;\ 
b On! em toad -bviſtians in 
general, or Mankind in po 1a There are ſome S0. 
ſemn Times and Seaſons, ſome 2 ons, where. 

in Wwe may reaſonably expect, that Divine Providence 

ſhould. appear by Extraordinary 1 ns 75 Wonders 
to ſigniſy wick mere; aflarance, . the Will of GOD 
to ug, as in Planting: a; New Rai 4 Xe changing 
one formeriy inſtituted. But When, that 


Is accom- 
pliſh'd, tho I word not exclude all other unforeſeen 
 oecaſions., however, we have reaſon to be circumſpet 


and cautious, bow, we :truft to.the appearetices of Mi- 
racles; when we ſee 0 at .occal on. oY el, We 
may alle add, what every one ACK! owledge; 


That a Tranſient Wonder or two, that appear like i 
- Phantaſm, and will not ſtay to be felt and. exarmin'd, 
may be fallacious, or. more e illacigns, than a 


. 
jew, 


continud -Set- and Series of Mi cles | | 7 


choſe of Chriſt and Ages) that H trial 
and have laſting: fo toall Poſterity.,, 


(35 ) 
make a;ſtronger Cord, and a Conſtellation gives more 
The Third Qneſtion is, how to diſcover what Mi- 
racles are wrought by the power of Evil Spirits? 
What we faid for the diſcovery of fallacious and de- 
lufory Miracles, muſt alſo be made uſe of, and apply'd 
here. For the Devil is the great Cheat and Jugler ; 
and can counterfeit Miracles with more Art and Cun- 
ning, than any of the Sons of Men. We ſuppoſe al- 
ſo, that he may, with Divine Permiſſion, Work real 
Miracles; things above Humane Power ; and above, 
or againſt the Courſe of Nature. And ſuch things 
- ſometimes, he or his Attendants may doludicrouſly, 
for the oſtentation of his Power, and the amuſement 
of Mortals: Let ſuch things paſs for Vanities, when 
they have no other end or ſignification. But when 
his Miracles are wrought. with a deſign to lead us in- 
to ſome pernicious Errour, to Countenance an Im- 
poſtor, or falſe Doctrine in matter of Religion, we muſt 
| then be aware and ſtand againſt the wiles of the Devil. 
We are forewarn'd of this in ane particular of great con- 
ſequence, I mean the Miracles f Ant ichriſt, which St. 
Paul and St. John foretold and preſigniſi d to us. Now the 
marks of Antichriſt being alſo declar d to us by the ſame 
Apoſtles, by thoſe inſtructions we are preſum'd to be 
fore-arm'd againſt his Temptations. Thoſe that are ſa- 
_ tihed where that Anti-chriſtian Power reſides, will not 
be ſhaken in Mind or Faith by any Miracles that come 
ftom that Quarter. We have a more ſure word of Prophe- 
h, and the Scriptures for our Guide. Thoſe indeed that 
are not ſatisfi d in that point, will be in more Danger of 
being ſeduc'd by Miracles brought to confirm Ly es. How- 
ever it may be to them an accaſion of reflecting upon 
thoſe DoQrines and Practices, which ſuch Miracles would 
SL Sn D e promote 
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promote, and ii they ſnd the Doctrimes fas, and the 
pbpractiſes unwarrantable, that may open their Eyes, 
and turn to their Good what was intended for Evil. 
Iis in the Trial of Miracles as in other Tryals, ſup. 
poſe Murder, or any other Crime, when it doth not ay. 
pear openly who is the Author of it, we take all the evi. 
dence we can, / proofs: or preſumptions, and by a juſt © 
compare of all things, Judge and Proncunce this or that 
Perſon to be the Author of it. But in cale of a conteſt 
*twixt Good and Evil Spirits by oppoſite Miracles, we 
have Reaſon to believe that God will not ſuffer the Pow. 
er of Satan finally. to overcome: But will appear, and by 
ſome ſignal ſiroke of his Hand contound the Evil Pow. 
ers Vindicate his own Honour, and ſecure his true Ser. 


vants from being impos'd upon or Seduc'd. 
To conclude this Diſcourſe: Jo all Men of Sence and 
Sincerity, The Works of Nature and the ordinary courſe 
or Adminiſtration of them, are evidently Providential; 
not the effects of Chance or blind Fortune, nor always 
of Mechanical neceſſity. But thoſe: things that do not 
ſurpaſs (according to our judgment) the ordinary 
courſe of Natural Providence, do not fall under the de- 
nomination of Miracles, I ſaid according to our judment. 
For whatſoever they are in themſelves, ſo far as we are 
concern'd in them, we muſt uſe a Judgment of Diſcre- 
tion. The ſame thing, the ſame effect, the ſame Pheno- 
menon, may be accounted a'Miracle in one Man's opini- 
on, which is not ſo in anothers. As when two Perſons 
ſre an Object from different Stations; and in a different 
Light, they may not agree in their judgment or report 
concerning it. But till there are ſome Objects and the 
qualities of them, wherein all will agree. So it is in re- 
ipe& of Miracles and our apprehenſions of them. The 
common People (as we ſaid before ) and the Nater ali , 
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nay differ in their opinions concerning this or that parti- 
cular Fact, or rare appearance in Nature (whether in the 
Heavens or the Earth) without any prejudice to the 
ruth of Miracles. Thoſe may think that a Miracle, 
which the others may aſcribe to Natural cauſes: And 
without any harm, provided they both acknowledge a 
Divine Providence in the Government of the World, 
both Natural and Moral. As thoſe that acknowledge 
Scripture to be the Word of God, may differ in their e 
poſition of this or that particular place, without offence. 
o in interpreting Providence and Nature we muſt take 
the beſt rules we can, the beſt helps and light, and ac- 
cordingly frame a judgment concerning them: And ſo 
far we are blameleſs tho' we ſhould be miſtaken. 
Let it then be agreed, as it is amongſt all good Chriſti 
ans, that there may be, and have been, Real Miracles: 
And that thoſe, recorded in Scripture, of Moſes and the 
Prophets: And moſt eminently of Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles, were truly ſuch, and every®way of Divine Au. 
thority : This being acknowledg d, I think we may dif- 
kr inoffenſixely, in the explication of them as to par- 


ticular Caſes, 5 and as to their Proximate Cauſes or 
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ter Addreſs'd to the Author. 
;: Remarks upon an Eſſay concerning Humane Underſtanding; being 2 
Vindication of che firſt Remarks againft the Anſwer of Mr. Lock, at the end 
of his Reply to the Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. EE” 
| Remarks upon an tflay concerning Humane Underſtanding, in a 1. 
ter Adreſs d to the Author. N 
An Adiareſs to thoſe of the Roman Communion in England, Occaſion d by 
ae late 47 of Parliament for the further preventing the Growth of Yopery, Al. 
ſo, Three Sermons Preached by the Reverend Dr. Willit Dean of Linoin. 
 AGuilde 10 the Devent Chriſtian: In Three Parts. The firſt containing ye. 
ditations and Prayers affixed to the Days of the Week; Together with mz. 
95 ny Occaſional Prayers for particular Perſons. The Second for more Perſon; 
than one or a whole Emily, for every day of the Week; Together with 
many Occaſjonal Prayers. The Third containing a Diſcourſe of the Na- 
. ture and neceſſity of the Holy Sacrament; Together with Meditations there. 
on, Prayers and Directions for the worthy receiving thereof. To which is 
Added, A Prayer for Aſb-wedxeſday, or any other time in Cem; for Good. Fri. 
by day, or any day of Publick FA: By Sohn Inett, D. D. Chanter of the Ca. 
. thedral Church df Lincoln. Fhe fourh Edition Correct. 
A Guide 19 Repemance, % the. Character and Behaviour of the devout 
5 in Retirement; By Foby hen, D. D. Chanter of the Chatbedri 
. A ̃ . ˙ . „ 
Ile Chriſtians Partern, or. 4 Treatiſe of. the Imizazian of Feſus Clriſt, in four 
B oks with Cuts; written Original in La:in, by Thomas 4” Kemps, now ren- 
dered into Engliſh. To which are added Meditations and Prayers for fick 
Perſons ; By George Stenbope, D. D. Chaplain in Ordinary to His Majeſty, 
Price 5 5. The ſame Book is Printed in a ſmaller Letter and Sold for 27. 
An earneft Invitation to the . Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, whercin al 
the Excubs that Men ordinarily make for their not coming to the Holy Com. 
munion, are Aaſwered, by Fof. Glanuil late Miniſter of Bab. 
A Defence of the 39. Articles of the Church of _— written in Lait 
by. Ellis S. T. D. now done into Engliſh. To which are added the Lemberb | 
| Articles, together with Judgment ot Bp. Andrews, Dr. Overal, and other E- 
min-nt and Learned Men upon them. - _ | 
_ The Hiſtory of the Kevalucion of Portugal in the year 1540. Or an Account 
of their Revolt from Spain; and Setting the Crown on the Head of Dor Fob 
© -- of B» 23 4nq 4, Father to Don Pe<ro the preſent King, and C&harine the Qeen 
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